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INTRODUCTION


In Shakespeare’s Hamlet, the main character, Hamlet, asks himself whether he should continue to live in the darkness of this world or end his life. “To be or not to be” is an existential question that we all have asked ourselves at one time or another. Most people choose to continue to live in this world of darkness and evil. We face many struggles and dangers. In our text, the disciples face danger from nature—a violent wind storm while they are out on the sea in a ship. The ship is about to sink from taking on too much water, and the disciples rush to wake up Jesus who is sleeping in the back. When they awaken Him, they ask Him a question similar to our first point for consideration today.

I. DOES THE MASTER CARE THAT WE PERISH?

1. Our best answer can be found in John 3:16:
“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”

2. The disciples should not have needed to ask this question because of His ministry.

In Mark 1-3, Jesus had cast out demons and healed several people, including Peter’s mother-in-law (see especially 3:10-12).

3. He demonstrates that He cares when we are in danger by quieting the wind.

The question the disciples asked then was forcefully answered. However, I want to raise a couple of more questions that are relevant to their question. The first question:
II. DO WE CARE THAT WE PERISH?

1. Many people are concerned only about the health of their physical bodies.

2. We should also be concerned about the health of our spiritual self.

Jesus asks why the disciples are so afraid (“timid”). The implication of their lack of faith is that they should have been able to stop the wind!

3. The irony: We ask Jesus if He cares when we do not truly care about ourselves.

Jeremiah describes such people very well: “The harvest is past, the summer has ended, and we are not saved” (Jeremiah 8:20). The second question:
III. DO WE CARE THAT OTHERS PERISH?

1. Worldly people generally tend to be self-centered.

2. Unfortunately, many believers are also self-centered.

3. Real Christians are Christ-centered, which means to care about others.

Just as mothers who see their children in danger rush to protect them without thinking of the danger to themselves, so God’s people must rush to help others who are in danger of perishing without thinking of the danger they face.

CONCLUSION


There is no room for self-centered thinking that considers escape from the darkness of this world by committing suicide, as Hamlet considered doing. Our lives are to be centered around Jesus Christ. Our lives belong to Him: “You are not your own; you were bought with a price” (1 Cor. 6:19-20). He died and rose for us. Let us remember how much He cares for us and show that same loving care for others. Let us “rescue the perishing.”
“Rescue the perishing, care for the dying; Snatch them in pity from sin & the grave;
Weep o’er the erring one, lift up the fallen, Tell them of Jesus the mighty to save.

Rescue the perishing, care for the dying; Jesus is merciful, Jesus will save.”
